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— Vii facrd, ficut meus eff mos, 
Nefcio quid meditans nugarum, et totus in illis. 
Hor, 


To M. TOW UN. 


2<2'T has been generally imagined, that learh- 

ing 1s only to be acquired in the clofet, and 

; by turning over a great number of pages ; 

S® for which reafon men have been afliduous 

old ” to heap together a parcel of dufty volumes, 
and our youth have been fent to ftudy at the univerfities : 
as if. knowledge was fhut up .in a library, and chained to 
the fhelves together with the folios. This prejudice has 
made every one overlook the moft obvious and ready means 
of coming at literature ; while (as the wife man has re- 
Ti marked) 
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umarked) “* Wifdom crieth without ; fhe uttereth her voice 
** in the ftreets ; the crieth in the chief place of concourfe, 
** in the openings of the gates: in the city fhe uttereth her 
** words,’” and no man regardeth her. Every lane teems 
with inftruction, and every alley is big with erudition: 
though the ignorant or incurious paffer-by fhuts his eyes 
againft that wniverfal volume of arts and feiences; which 

“conftantly liés opén before him in the highways and bye- 
places; like the laws of the Romans, which were hung up 
in the public ftreets. 


You muft know, Mr. Town, that I am a very hard 


-ftudent, and have perhaps gleaned more knowledge from 
my reading, than any of your poring fellows of colleges, 
though I was never poflefled of fo much as an horn-book. 
In the eourfe of my ftudies I have followed the example of 
of the ancient Peripatetics, who ufed to ftudy walking: 
and as I had not the advantage to be brought up a {fcholar, 
I have been obliged, like the Lacedemonian children, to 
the public for my education. My firft relith for letters I got 
by conning over thofe elegant monofyllables, which are 
chalked out upon walls aud gates, and which (as pretty 
books for ¢hildren are adorned with cuts) are generally en- 
forced and explained by curious hieroglyphics in caricatura. 
I foon made a further progrefs in the alphabet by ftaring 
up at the large letters upon play-bills, &c. ‘till at length I 
was enabled to make out the infcriptions upon figns, bills 
on empty houfes, and the titles on rubric-pofts. From 
thefe I proceeded gradually to higher branches of literature, 
and went through a complete courfe of phyfic by perafing 
the learned treatifes of Dr. Rock and other eminent practi- 
tioners. Having thus laid in the rudiments of literature, my 


method 
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method has fince been to vifit the Phrlodibkan libraries, and 
other fearned ftalls, and the noble collections at Moorfields ; 
in which choice repofitories I have with infinite pleafure and 
advantage run over the elaborate fyftems of ancient divines, 
politicians, and philofophers, which have efcaped the fury 
ef paftry-cooks and trunk-makers. As for the modern 
writings of pamphletteers and magazine-compilers, 1 make 
it my bufinefs to take my rounds every morning at the open 
fhops about the Royal Exchange ; where I never fail to run 
through every thing, frefh as it comes out. Thus, for 
example, I make a fhift to {quint over the firft page of the 
Connotffeur, as it lies before me, at Mrs. Cooke’s; at the 
next fhop I fteal a peep at the middle pages, at another 
proceed on to the fourth or fifth, and perhaps return again 
to conclude it at Mrs. Cooke’s. By the fame means I am 
myfelf become a Connoiffeur likewife ; and you will be fur- 
prifed when I affure you, that I have a great variety of the 
fineft prints and paintings, and am mafter of a more curious 
fet of nicknacks, than are to be found in Sir Alans Sloane’s 
Colleétion : for, as I conftantly furvey the windows of every 
printthop, and attend every auction, I look upon every 
curiofity as aCtually in my pofflefiion; and you will agree 
with me, that while I have the opportunity of feeing them, 
the real owners cannot have more fatisfaction in locking 
them up in cabinets and mufeums. 


You will conclude, that the knowledge, which I have 
thus picked out of the ftreets, has been very extenfive : 


I have learned at every corner, that the fcurvy is a popular 
difeafe,—that the bloody flux cannot be cured by any of 
the faculty, except the gentlewoman at the blue pofts in 
Haydon Yard,—that nervous difeafes were never fo frequent, 


—and 
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—and that the royal family and moft of our nobility are 
troubled with corns ;—and. many other curious particulars 
_ of the fame kind, I have alfo got a {mattering of the French 
language from the advertifements of taylors and ftaymakers, 
and of Mrs. Dudois’s portable foop, in French and Engl. 
_ I was completely grounded in politics by ftopping at Temple 
_ Bar every morning to read. the. Gazzetteer, which ufed to 
_ be pafted up there to the great emolument of the hackney- 
_ coachmen upon their ftands,. But above all, I have acquired 
the moft fublime notions: of religion by liftening attentively 
_to the fpirited, harangues of our moft eminent field-preach- 
ers: and I confefs myfelf highly obliged to the itinerant 
-miffionaries of Wejflley, Whitefield, and Zinzendorf, who 
have inftructed ‘us in the New, Light from empty barrels 
-and joint-ftools. Next to thefe, I have received great im- ‘ 
provements from the vociferous retailers of poetry; as I 
conftantly ufed tothruft myfelf into the circle gathered round 
them, and liften to their ditties, till I could carry away 
both words and tune. I have likewife got fome notion:of 
the drama by attending the theatres; though my finances 
were too fcanty for me ever to get admittance into them. I 
therefore had recourfe to the following practice: I would 
contrive to hear one act at the outfide of one of .the pit- 
doors ; the next act I took my ftand at the other; andoas 
the author generally rifes.in the middle, I could catch the 
moft tearing parts during the third act in the paffage to the 
two-fhilling gallery : in the fourth aé the farts came tole- 


ably loud to my ear at the entrance of the upper gallery ; 
and I very attentively liftened to the pathetic at the con- 
clufion of the play with the footmen in the lobby. 


ENDOWED. 
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Enpowep with fo much learning, you will doubtlefs be 
curious to know to what purpofes I have turned it. Al- 
moft before I could read at all, I got into the fervice of a 
very eminent do¢tor of phyfick, who employed me in ftick- 
ing up his-bills, and flipping them flily into the hands of 
fpindle-fhanked young fellows, as they paffed by. After 
this, by clofely ftudying thefe elegant compofitions, I got 
together a fufficient fet of medical phrafes,; which (by the 
help of Bayley’s dictionary) enabled me to draw up bills 
and affidavits for thofe doctors, who were not fo happy as to 
be able to write or read. I was next promoted to the gar- 
ret of a printer of bloody murders, where my bufinefs was 
to invent terrible ftories, write York/hire tragedies, or Chrift- 
mas carrols, and occafionally to put the Ordinary of New- 
gate’s Account of Dying Speeches into lamentable rhyme. 
I was afterwards concerned in works, that required a greater 
fund of erudition, fuch as bog-houfe mifcellanies, and little 
books for children ; and I was once engaged as the principal 
compiler of a two-penny magazine. Since: that I foilowed 
the occupation of an Eves-dropper, or Collector of News 
for the daily papers ; in which I turned a good penny by 


hunting after marriages and deaths, and. inventing lyes for 


the day. Once indeed, being out of other bufinefs, I de- 


f{cended to the mean office of a ballad-finger, and hawked my 
own verfes ; but not having a good ear for mufic, and the 
tone of my voice being rather inclined to whining, I con- 
verted my ballads into penitential hymns, and took up the 
vocation of Methodift Preacher. In this ftation I made new 
converts every day among the old women by my fighs and 
groans, who in return contributed their half-pence, which 
I difpofed of in charity —to myfelf: but I was at laft beat 
off the field by a journeyman fhoe-maker, who fairly out- 

Vou. If. K k whined 
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whined me; and finding myfelf deferted by my ufual audi- 
ence, I became Setter to a Fleet-parfon. 


My employment now was to take my ftand at the end 
of Fleet-Market, and whenever I faw any gaping young 
couple ftaring about them, to whifper them foftly in the ear, 
and afk them whether they wanted to be married ; afluring 
them withal, that ours was the only marriage-booth in the 
fair. Whenever the ceremony was performed, | officiated 
as clerk: and when my mafter the doctor died, I madea 
fhift to purchafe his-entire ftock in trade, (confifting of a 
rufty caffock, an.old grizzle wig, and one lappet of a band) 
and. fucceeded him in his benefice of the Hand-and-Pen 
Chapel. I now got a more comfortable {ubfiftance than many 
regularly ordained curates in the country: but the marriage- 
act foon after taking place, I was flung out of employ ; and 
as the Primate of May-Fair, the reverend Dr. Keith, is forced 
to fell {nuff in the Fleet-prifon, I have been obliged to re- 
tail gin in a night-cellar. 


Tuus, Mr. Town, have I fet before you the progrefs I 
have made in literature, as well as the particular circumftances 
of my life, in hopes they will induce you to the notice of 
the public. As the parliament has not thought fit to make 
any provifion for the poor diftreft Clergy of the Fleet, I in- 
tend to open a New Oratory-Chapel in Flect-market, to be 
conducted on the fame principles with that eftablifhed in 
Clare-market ; and for which, I flatter myfelf, I fhall appear 
no lefs qualified by my education, than the renowned Heniey 
or any of his butchers, I thall therefore beg leave to fubfcribe 


myfelf, hoping for your countenance and protection, 


Your very humble fervant, 


ORATOR HIGGINS. 
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